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Genus: Gromphadorhina   

Family: Blaberidae   

Order: Dictyoptera   

Class: Insecta   

Phylum: Arthripoda   

Kingdom: Animalia  

  

  

  

  

Madagascar Hissing Cockroaches are large, wingless, live-bearing cockroaches that may be the best starter 

cockroach species. They're relatively common, inexpensive, and very interesting additions to any 

collection, as well as great food items for reptiles, large tarantulas, and large centipedes. Madagascar 

Hissing Cockroaches have a tough exoskeleton for protection, for they do not possess wings like many 

other cockroach species. They can also produce a loud hissing sound to scare away predators or attract a 

mate. Madagascar Hissing Cockroaches generally live 2 to 3 years as adults, but some adults can live for 

up to 5 years. They can be raised in large numbers in a matter of months, yet are not a pest species. 

Madagascar Hissing Cockroaches have been used as creepy effects in movies for many years as well. The 

Madagascar Hissing Cockroach makes an amazing, exotic, and easy-to-care for insect pet!  

  

Preparing for your new pet  

  

Your hisser will arrive in a plastic container with food. They can live in this shipping container for several 

days, but you should move them into a glass terrarium or plastic critter keeper.  You can find these at Pet 

Stores and Wal Mart.    

   

Diet  Babies and adults eat leafy greens, romaine lettuce, red leaf lettuce, apples, carrots, 

sweet potatoes, butternut squash and other fruits and vegetables. They also love 

applesauce!  Make sure to take out any rotting food.  They also love Repashy Bug 

Burger and other Repashy gel food treats like Grubs N Fruit and Banana Cream Pie. 

Water crystals or Repashy Hydro-load works well.  You can buy water crystals from 

the plant section of any store, it is not necessary to purchase them at the pet store, 

they are the same exact substance.  Water is necessary to help with Humidity and 

molting for nymphs.    

Full Grown Size  1.5 to 3 inches.  

Growth  Fast speed.  

Temperature  75 to 90° F.  

Humidity  35-45% (Moderate)  

Temperament  Docile and calm.  



Housing  Any escape-proof container with holes for oxygen exchange. We use plastic or glass 

Terrariums with ventilated tops. Line the container with organic soil or non-cedar 

wood chips. Cockroaches prefer the dark which can be accomplished by providing 

hiding places. These can be as simple as empty paper towel/toilet paper tubes or 

egg crates. Cockroaches don’t mind being crowded, and with many hiding places 

you can easily house 10–20 cockroaches per square foot of space.  Ideal  
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 temperature is about room temperature with 35%–45% (or moderate) humidity. 

Hissers are good climbers and will climb glass and plastic.  We recommend applying 

petroleum jelly (Vaseline) to the top 1-2 inches of your enclosure as a barrier.  They 

usually can’t get past it.  If you have baby hissers, use a lid that has fine mesh screen 

in it.  We take window screening and place it over the top of the enclosure and place 

the lid over that.  It will prevent smaller roaches from squeezing through the vent 

holes and escaping.    

Substrate  1 to 2 inches of peat moss, coconut fiber, Eco-Earth or aspen shavings. Organic 

potting soil works in a pinch too, but don’t use anything with chemicals.  If you use 

aspen shavings, make sure they have water crystals to drink and help with humidity 

levels.  This helps them with their molt cycles.  DO NOT USE PINE OR CEDER 

SHAVINGS.  

Decor  Cork bark, live plants, driftwood, etc. make good hiding places and they are perfectly 

happy with a toilet paper tube and pieces of egg carton.  

Other Names  Madagascar Giant Hissing Cockroach.  

   

  

General Information   

  

The USDA does not require any special permits to ship and/or receive Hissing Cockroaches; however, in 

order to continue to protect our environment, you must house your Hissing cockroaches in an 

escapeproof container. Under no circumstances should you release your cockroaches into the wild! This 

is not a species native to North America.  

  

Primary Hazard Considerations Always wash your hands thoroughly after you handle your cockroaches, 

its food, or anything it has touched. Hissing cockroaches have sharp spurs on their legs that can snag on 

rough skin, so some people prefer to handle them while wearing gloves.  

  

Hissing cockroaches are large roaches and can reach 2–3 inches in length.   

  

Habitat does not need to be cleaned often but if it develops mold or fungus, remove the growths 

immediately. If you should see any mites on your cockroach these should be removed immediately. These 

mites are parasitic to the roach (and harmless to humans). To remove the mites, briefly hold your 

cockroach under running water, giving it a “bath,” and return it to a cleaned habitat with fresh substrate.   

  

Method of Reproduction: Sexual. Female retains fertilized eggs internally and gives live birth.  

Determining sex: Male: Males have pronatal humps (horn-like protrusions) located on thorax, with bushy 

antennae that point upward and a short stocky abdomen. Females: Females have small or no bumps on 

thorax, with short thin antennae that point downward and a long slender abdomen.  


