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There is a ton of misinformation about proper husbandry when it comes to reptiles,  

beardies are no exception.  Pet stores are notorious for selling the wrong products to 

new keepers and sometimes staff is not familiar with the animals they are selling.  

Proper husbandry is vital to the health of your animal.  Beardies are sold under the guise of being easy and 

cheap.  Not so!  Easy…maybe…cheap…not so much.  But we’re here to help soften that blow and save you 

some dough!  Not only do we have quality bugs, Repashy products and leashes, but we like to educate and 

share information! 

Go to our website for an educational video on how to set up a 40 gallon breeder tank on the cheap.  The 

following list is the least expensive way we’ve found (so far) to equip an enclosure with the proper lighting.  

We will keep the document updated on the website if anything changes.  Keep in mind the offers at the chain 

stores are constantly changing and we don’t control their price points.  Tip: PetSmart and PetCo Price match 

their website prices on everything so hop on your smart phone in the stores! 

Petstore Sales/Craigslist/FaceBook Market Etc.  

40 Gallon Breeder Tank-Minimum size enclosure for an adult beardie. May as well start with this when they 

are a baby, they will be ready for it around 6 months old.  We like the Exo Terra best because it opens from 

the front. Get rid of the foam climbing wall, it just breeds bacteria. If you purchase a used one, clean the crap 

out of it with 1 part ammonia to 10 parts water or F10 cleaner.   

 

 

 

 



Pet Smart (Online Price Match) 

18” Bulb fits the fixture from Home Depot below. Must be the florescent T8 Bulb NOT THE COIL BULB. The coil 

bulbs are junk. Get the 10.0. The 5.0 is for different species of reptile and will not provide the proper amount 

of UVB for a beardie.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Home Depot 

Do not get LED FIXTURES OR BULBS!!!!  The Reptisun florescent T8 UVB bulb will fit in this fixture. You will 

pop off that plastic bit, take the bulb it comes with out, create a “reflector” out of tin foil, put the Reptisun 

bulb in and Velcro the whole thing inside the enclosure.  Yep…we done gone “ghetto” folks. Layla grew up in 

LA with cockroaches.  She’s got this. Don’t forget to put the date on the Reptisun bulb in Sharpie. You need to 

change it out every six months. Put a reminder on your phone. 

 
 

 

 

You must put this light on the dimmer switch or 

the light will be too hot. Get the 75 watt if you 

don’t have a dimmer switch. WE HIGHLY 

RECOMMEND THE DIMMER SWITCH AND 

TEMP GUN BE PURCHASED PRIOR TO SETTING 

UP THE LIGHTING FOR SAFETY.  Alaska Bug 

Dealers is not responsible if you cook your 

animal. 

 

 



 

 

 

 



Amazon/Walmart 

 

 

 


